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authority, a visit from a few planes which can be deadly
if need be, is enough.

The same applies on the North-west Frontier of India,
contumacy and the breaking of the agreements and
promises, raids and robbery under arms are easily countered
without again the necessity of the punitive expedition.
That is all to the good. What, however, the Air Force
cannot do, is that it cannot bring a tribe to reason which
is not affected by its bombing or threat of bombing. It
is the habit to let the tribes know that they will be bombed.
This is a tribute to a situation like that which once arose
on the Euphrates where a friendly Sheikh came to complain
that he had been bombed.

"Oh!" said the political officer, "dear, dear! I'm very
sorry * . . some mistake. ... I hope no damage was
done."

"No," replied the Sheikh, "happily no. ... God be
praised! Only a cow and a wife I hated."

The point of this ribaldry is that bombing is a promis-
cuous 'straafing5, and no one knows who it may catch.
The British Government does not, like the writers and
journalists, who write of modern war, dwell gloatingly on
the prospect. War is, now, they say, to be waged against
women, children and old folk to make a nation change
its policy! It is not quite clear why this change has come
to war ethics, but at any rate in this case of tribes' rebellion,
the British Government tells everyone that the bombers
are coming. Everyone clears out On first thoughts this
appears an incongruous way of inflicting punishment, till
one realises the immense inconvenience in winter of having
to lipsticks from your huts and towers and drive your
flocks and old folk and women out into the cold till the
bombing is over.

A curious story confirming this comes from Swat, a
valley beyond the Malakand Pass, on the North-west
Frontier of India. There in territory within the British